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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl, STATE OF
HAWAII, AND THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECEIVING TESTIMONY
ON PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENTS FOR THE 2020 GENERAL ELECTION

BALLOT, WERE HELD ONLINE ONLY VIA BLUEJEANS, ON FRIDAY, JULY 24, 2020,
BEGINNING AT 9:03 A.M.. WITH CHAIR ALICE L. LEE PRESIDING.

COUNCIL CHAIR ALICE L. LEE: Will the regular Council meeting of July 24, 2020, and the
public hearing of July 24, 2020, please come to order?

Mr. Clerk, roll call.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS G. RIKI HOKAMA, NATALIE A. KAMA,
KELLY T. KING, MICHAEL J. MOLINA, TAMARA A.M. PALTIN,
SHANE M. SINENCI, YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W. RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ AND

CHAIR ALICE L. LEE.

EXCUSED: NONE.

CHAIR LEE: Okay, Members, we know that Hurricane Douglas is coming, so we all have to
prepare. So, when you go to Foodland and you're in the water section getting your
water and all your supplies and you run into people from Taiwan, you tell them zao an;
zao an.

So, welcome everyone and shall we get started, Mr. Clerk, with our meeting?
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DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK JAMES G.M. KRUEGER: Yes. Madam Chair. There are nine
Members present to conduct, a quorum is present to conduct the business of the
Council.

CHAIR LEE: Now, we have opening remarks by Councilmember Riki Hokama.

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Councilmember Riki Hokama.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Chair, you're muted.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Thank you for your recap of what happened at the annual
conference. I'm sure it was very impressive. And also, we want to thank you for your
tremendous service to NACo, our national organization, and for your past presidency.
Thank you.

And now, I ask you to join me in the Pledge of Allegiance.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

CHAIR LEE: Alright. Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Chair, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on Council
meeting and public hearing items. Members of the public may testify by connecting to
the Council's online meeting by phone or video conference through the information
posted on today's agendas.

Individuals connected to the Council's online meeting intending to testify should notify
staff in the meeting chat. If you do not intend to testify, you can watch the meeting on
Akaku, Channel 53 or on mauicounty.us. Individuals connected by phone are currently
on mute and will be unmuted when it is their time to testify. Individuals connected by
video conference should keep both their video and microphones muted and should
unmute them when it is their time to testify.
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Testimony is limited to the items listed on today's agendas. Individuals may testify for
three minutes per item. When testifying, please state your name and the name of any
organization you represent, as well as the items on which you will be testifying. Please
also identify to the Council if you are a paid lobbyist.

Chair, the first person we have signed up to testify is George Kaimiola. To be followed
by Kai Duponte.

Yes, Madam Chair.

PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN OR ORAL TESTIMONY

MR. GEORGE KAIMIOLA (testifvina on Committee Report 20-85):

Aloha.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Hello?

MR. KAIMIOLA: Aloha. The video is not working on my, on my phone. So, anyway, my
name is George Manulani Kaimiola and I'm testifying on agenda item 20-85, a bill to
establish a Commission on Healing Solutions for Homelessness. As much as I support
Councilmember Rawlins' office introduced the bill, I cannot support this bill.

As a homeless outreach worker with Family Life Center and a member of the Maui
Homeless Alliance, I do not speak on their behalf, but speak of my experiences as an
outreach worker and a member of the Alliance. And as a patriarchal leader of a multi-
generational household, I speak on behalf of myself and my ohana.

Fourteen years ago, I was the first homeless outreach worker hired at Family Life
Center and most of my work was charitable engagements. The Maui Homeless
Alliance was just a small group of people trying to figure out how to manage
homelessness. After six years at Family Life Center, I left to become the office
manager at another nonprofit, teaching leadership through Hawaiian rites and rituals
to Hawaiian youth. When . . . started to move in a different direction, I told the State
that the organization was not going to continue with the grant and asked for my old job
back at Family Life Center.

A year before returning, the Director there, Maude Cumming, asked me to start coming
to the Maui Homeless Alliance meetings, because things have changed. My first
meeting back, oh, how things have changed. The Maui Homeless Alliance was a well-
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organized group looking into ending homelessness. In one of those meetings I
attended, there was a presentation by this woman from HUD. She was trying to get
the Maui Homeless Alliance to start implementing a mandated quarterly entry system
required by every continuum of care throughout the nation to end homelessness. I
have to say poor thing this wahine; she seemed confused and seemed to be confusing
everyone in the room. I know I was.

I then went to training by lain De Jong of OrgCode. lain is a Canadian who ended
homelessness in his hometown. He and his company, OrgCode, assists HUD at the
Federal level to write policies. A former director of HUD is one of his employees. In
three years, I have attended over 200 hours of training from lain and OrgCode.

To create a commission to advise the Administration on solutions concerning
homelessness could be detrimental to the Maui Homeless Alliance. The Maui

Homeless Alliance is made up of a diverse members of our community, healthcare
providers, mental health providers. County government, and other nonprofits and
individuals of the community concerned about the homelessness. I believe if there
was a way for the Maui Homeless Alliance to be the advising body to the Administration
would be better for Maul County. Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Ms. Sugimura, do you have questions?

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Yea, I do. So, George, I wish I could see you. I would say
nice seeing you again. Thank you for your good work. And I wonder, how often does
the Homeless Alliance meet, this group that you just described?

MR. KAIMIOLA: The Maui Homeless Alliance meets every third Wednesday. We used to
meet at the MEG conference room, but then we now meet through, through Zoom
meetings.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: And there's people in attendance from Administration also
from the County, or is it only community?

MR. KAIMIOLA: Maui County is there. The homeless coordinator and his assistant usually
attends. If possible, the Director of Housing and Human Concerns, Lori Tsuhako,
attends as well.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Okay. So, ideas that came from the Homeless Alliance
then is being shared with the Administration. That's what I wanted to know. Thank
you very much. Chair. Thank you very much, George.
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VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Chair.

CHAIR LEE; I'm sorry. Ms. Rawlins-Fernandez.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair. Aloha. Mr. Kaimiola. Nice to hear
from you. And mahalo-

MR. KAIMIOLA: Aloha.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: -for all your good work and for testifying this
morning. So, I have two questions. One is, I, I, I guess I didn't fully understand why it
is that you're opposing the creation of a homeless commission, or the Commission on
Healing Solutions for Homelessness. And then, I think I may have heard you say that
it could be detrimental to the homeless alliance, the Maui Homeless Alliance. So, if
that's not correct, then if you could answer the first question and then clarify the second
question.

MR. KAIMIOLA: So, on the first question on why I do not support this is I believe that the
Maui Homeless Alliance is already doing a great job to end homelessness. The, the
commission could suggest to managing homelessness, not just ending homelessness.
So, the difference between managing homelessness, like I said, was I do a lot of
charitable engagements and, and that really didn't do much to end someone's
homelessness. It wasn't until one day I went to my director and said, I think I figured
this out. I'd rather work one week with one person to move them beyond their current
circumstances, than just continuing to put, just doing charitable engagements. So, that
one person was this lady I helped to get into Ka Hale A Ke Ola, the shelter.

To continue to, with these charitable engagements is almost like enabling an alcoholic
to continue to drink. You're just enabling people to go ahead and continue to remain
homeless. I take them sheets. I take them towels, you know. So, I take them to food
pantries. And so, that is how I think that this commission could be detrimental is this
is, this is the direction they wanted to go.

I believe that in this bill, a kauhale system could work in certain communities. I mean,
the State has established these, what do you call it, the aha moku. So, if the aha moku,
if there were community leaders in that community that decided that, hey, listen, there's
a homeless problem in our moku, let's go ahead and figure out how we can end this.
And do people really want to live in this kind of environment, you know? But we have
to remember, a kauhale, you had, you had the men's house, the mua, you had the
hale pe'a, the women's menstrual house, you had, you know. So, that's what a kauhale
really was. It wasn't just a group of people that would just kind of live in a, in a
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community. It was a thriving community. And so, that is how I feel that this could be
detrimental, is that if instead of ending homelessness they would want to manage it.
And I think that by ending homelessness, we could be the first County in Hawaii to end
homelessness here in this, in these islands.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Okay. Mahalo for your response. Okay, so you think
that, okay, so one thing I wanted to share, that the aha moku system is designed to
manage resources. So, that's, that's their subject matter, I guess. So, it's resource
management, not, not so much, like governance and, you know, people in that way.

But the, the question I guess I, I'm, I'm not understanding is, with homelessness being
as severe and of a problem and as important of an issue to the entire County, the
thought was to do everything that we possibly can, but also to be able to give the
community a voice. Because the Homeless Alliance is a group of service providers
only, and not community members at large. And so, this homes commission would
give a voice to those in the community who have directly experienced homelessness
or houselessness, and give them somewhere to go to help provide ideas to solve this
issue. So, you don't believe that a commission like this would be helpful in that way?

MR. KAIMIOLA: No, I don't. I think that anyone can join the Maui Homeless Alliance. Like I
said in my testimony, a year before returning, I joined the Alliance because I was, I
was a member of the community. I do not sit on the Maui Homeless Alliance as
representing any organization. I, I'm there representing, like I said, myself and my
family.

Anyone can join. It is mostly service providers. And yea, their voices can be heard. I
experienced homelessness. My family lived at Ka Hale A Ke Ola for 45 days. It had
emergency shelter and this was, shucks, almost, over 20 years ago, maybe. And yea,
rents were cheap back then, $750 for a one-bedroom condo in, in Kihei. So, that is
how I ended my homelessness and my family's homelessness at the time. So, yea,
anyone can join the Maui Homeless Alliance. I mean, we have a, we have a
membership committee.

We try to reach out to different members of our community that, that work with people
who are homeless, and they are more than welcome. We try to work with security
guard companies, stores, businesses. If they, if they're concerned about
homelessness around, in and around their businesses, they're more than welcome to
join the Maui Homeless Alliance.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Okay. Mahalo. And last question. Chair. It should
be a quick one. Did you, yes or no, did you see that the bill also reserves a seat for
someone from the Maui Homeless Alliance?
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MR. KAIMIOLA: Yes, I did see that. So, I was talking-

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Okay.

MR. KAIMIOLA; -to someone before this, real quick, this I talked to someone. So, I'm, I think
I'd be eligible on four different levels as a member of the Maui Homeless Alliance, as
a member of the Hawaiian community that knows about cultural things, and as, and as
my, appointed by my district. So, there's a good chance I would be sitting on this
commission.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Okay. Mahalo, Mr. Kaimiola. Mahalo, Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Are there any more questions?

Yes, Ms. Tamara Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you. Chair. Thank you, Mr. Kaimiola for the work that
you're doing and for being here to provide testimony. I just, some of the answer that
you gave to Member Rawlins-Fernandez, I couldn't hear. But my question, if, if it was
addressed in that portion that I couldn't hear, I apologize. You know, I think you said
that the Maui Homeless Alliance is geared towards ending homelessness and putting
people in homes rather than managing homelessness. And so, my question is we got
so much homeless on, on my side of the island where I live, Lahaina side, and there
isn't really homes available for them or jobs right now. And so, I mean, even if we want
to end homelessness, how does the Maui Homeless Alliance accomplish that when,
when there's not homes and there's not jobs?

MR. KAIMIOLA: Well, I think one ofthe things that we, we can do is to support bills or increase
funding. I know Councilmember Rawlins, when I was speaking to her, once said that
they are hiring more grant writers. I know Joe Pontanilla, when he was a part of FACE
said that the County leaves so much money on the table when it comes to writing for
Federal grants. So, I believe that subsidized housing or some sort of... is one of the
many ways that we could end it.

And to ask the, the County Council and the Administration that, you know, maybe we
should be going after a lot of, more of these fundings to, to increase it so that we could
end homelessness. And so, that's, that's my personal opinion. One of the only ways
that we can do it is by having some sort of subsidized housing or more HUD vouchers
to help people subsidize their rent and things like that.
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COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Okay. And then until we're able to do that, you don't think that
it should be managed because of, you know, just they're living in the cemetery at Mala
and all along Front Street right now. So, for me, I mean, of course I, I support ending
homelessness, but between now and then for our community, kind of need it to be
managed.

MR. KAIMIOLA: Well, right now, our outreach team went from Mala to Olowalu and, and
offered services for some of the families that are staying there. And if you, I don't know,
you know, if you, if you just manage it and continue to do these charitable
engagements, I mean, I'm, they are necessary. That's not something that I think the
Maui Homeless Alliance wants to continue to do. I mean, if other organizations that
are part of the Homeless Alliance wants to continue to do that.

But there, there's data that shows that of the homeless populations, ten percent are
chronically homeless. And HUD defines a chronically homeless person as a disabled
individual who's been continually homeless for 12 consecutive months or has had four
or more episodes over the last three years equaling up to 12 months. So, that is how
we try to help those people first.

We have triage tools to do that in our outreach programs, called a VI-SPDAT,
Vulnerability Index, Service Prioritization Determination Assistance Tool. That was a
mouthful. That was developed by OrgCode and lain De Jong and his team. And to
get those chronically homeless people off the streets first, because they use up most
of our resources. They use the emergency room as their primary care physician.
There's, there's police contacts, there's court appearances, there's incarcerations, you
know, there's cleanups, you know. And that, that drains a lot of our community's
resources.

So, this Housing First concept that the State had embraced is put them in a house first,
right, with the plan to work on their, their social ills and give support to that, and that
might make them stay, stay housed, stay permanently house. And that's how I believe
we can do it, is yes, it's necessary, but to end someone's homelessness first would be
best, instead of just continuing to, to enable them to remain homeless.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN; Okay. Thank you very much, Mr. Kaimiola.

CHAIR LEE: Are there any more questions? If not, Mr. Kaimiola, I have a question for you.
It seems that you're very experienced and knowledgeable in this area of, of the
homeless. However, I think at least some Members of the Council are concerned
about, it, it, it just seems that the numbers are not going down. And although you have
a particular, the Homeless Alliance has a particular philosophy that you're following.
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which is good, you know, don't you think that perhaps it's time to grow the infrastructure
for the homeless, grow capacity, grow resource development?

And you know, if you're going to just have the same people work on, you know, the
same core group working on the homeless problem and the homeless numbers grow
and the core group doesn't grow, you know, it doesn't seem logical that you would be
making that many strides in, in terms of advancement and progress, even though
you're doing good work. There's no question about that. But our concern, I suppose,
is the fact that the numbers are not going down; they increase every year. Do you
have any comments about that?

MR. KAIMIOLA: Yea. During the pandemic, we actually housed more people than before
the shutdown. There's, there, you can go onto HMIS, my director did, and she shared
this information with us on how we actually house more people from May, April to June
than we did the months prior. So, the numbers are going down. I believe that what
the people are seeing is that they're just more visible. There are people that, that we
reach out to that refuses our services. And if they, they do that, we can't, we can't do
anything about it.

The, Harold, from the homeless programs office with the State said that I know you
can lead a horse to water and not make him drink, but it's your job, and he pointed at
us, the Maui Homeless Alliance, and said it's your job to make them thirsty. And so,
yea, when you see that the numbers are actually going up, I beg to differ because we
are housing people. And we housed more people in the last three months than we did
the three months prior. And I just believe that what's happening is that they're just
more visible.

CHAIR LEE: Anymore questions? If not, thank you very much for your testimony. Appreciate
you coming and participating today.

Mr. Clerk. Our next.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, the next person we have signed up to testify is
Kai Duponte. To be followed by the individual calling from the phone number ending
with these last four digits, 6721. Mr. Duponte, you're muted on your end. It is your
time to testify, but you need to unmute yourself on your end.

MS. KAI DUPONTE (testifvina on Countv Communication No. 20-385):

Thank you. I've done that. Can you hear me now? Okay. Thank you. Aloha.
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CHAIR LEE; Aloha.

MS. DUPONTE: Aloha, Councilmembers. Aloha. I'm, please apologize, I'm not polished at
all in this, it's the first time I've done this. I'm a part of a, I'm talking about the distance
education 20-385 agenda item. I'm a part of a grassroots group that were called, we're
called Hale Hawaii. And I'm very, very concerned about schools opening at a time of
this, during this very dangerous pandemic. I, I believe that it is not safe. We're doing
this by distance. It's not safe to have in-person school. Distance education is the way
to go. We're not enforcing a quarantine and I'm very, very concerned about that. If we
don't control the spread of COVID, we are not going to be able to open schools for our
keiki.

The UH Public Policy Center in early or mid-July says eight out often residents are not
ready for tourists to come back without an enforced quarantine. So, that means that
residents are willing to, to deal with the financial burn, the financial destruction that is
happening in order to protect our islands.

I personally was born and raised on Maui. And I remember when tourism was not, and
I know many of you were, when tourism was not a big deal here and it did not take
over our economy, it did not take over our people. And I really don't think that going
back to that time would be a terrible thing. So, I would like to say that the only safe
and realistic plan to open schools for in-person would be to control our, our quarantine
that we, that we, we're not enforcing this. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any questions?

Yes, Mr. Sinenci.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Thank you. Chair. Mahalo, Ms. Duponte for your testimony
this morning. So, just for clarification, you do not support the opening of public schools
on August 4?

MS. DUPONTE: I, I support the opening for distance, for distance learning only. Thank you
for asking. I was not clear. Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: And not face to face, but just online.

MS. DUPONTE: Not face to face.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Okay. Thank you.

MS. DUPONTE: Thank you.
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COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Thank you. Chair.

MS. DUPONTE: Thank you very much for clarifying that.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Chair, you're muted.

CHAIR LEE: This happens so often. Thank you. Ms. Duponte. for your testimony this
morning. Appreciate you joining us.

MS. DUPONTE: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Clerk.

MS. DPUTONE: Thank you very much.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next person we have signed up to testify is the individual
calling in from the phone number ending with these last four digits. 6721. To be
followed by Cara Flores.

MS. SARAH LOPEZ (testifvina on Countv Communication No. 20-385):

Thank you so much for... . Hello there. My name is Sarah Lopez. Can everyone
hear me okay?

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Yes.

MS. LOPEZ: Okay. Thank you very much. I am also represent, is representing Hale Hawaii.
As Kai Duponte, Hale Hawaii is a community-based group whose purpose for
organizing is to keep COVID-19 out of Hawaii. We are passionate about protecting
the most vulnerable and at risk in our community; our indigenous people of Hawaii and
our kupuna. There's no Hawaii without Hawaiians. There's been many opportunities
throughout distant and recent history for residents of these islands to use their voices
to send one unified and clear message; people over profit.

The health and safety of our kupuna. keiki, loved ones and community is the priority.
We cannot have a healthy economy if we have a sick community. Our teachers and
children have a right to go to school safely. We cannot reopen schools safely without
effective quarantine enforcement. Our teachers and children should not have to risk
their life to teach and learn, nor should they have to risk their families becoming
infected.
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Our teachers deserve more support and more time to develop distance education
curriculum. It is absurd to consider the reopening of tourism, while school is in session
with a rise in COVID numbers. If this happens, virtual learning will be the new norm.
We must make this a temporary solution to be in-person learning experience. If the
State takes quarantine seriously, this is all possible. Until then, our teachers need time
to put together quality distance learning curriculum.

The people of Hawaii, to include our group Hale Hawaii, have spent countless days,
hours, weeks, on a realistic affordable quarantine enforcement sample plans to State
leadership to review. We are coming together as a community to help leadership to
partner with leadership, understanding fully that we are all in this together and that we
all have a personal responsibility to protect and rebuild our community right now and
post-COVID. One of so many aspects of this is to support our teachers and the
distance learning programs, they will be and should be delivering to our children.
Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Chair did you call on me? You're muted.

MS. LOPEZ: No, it's not.

CHAIR LEE: I have a very frisky mouse. Yes. Yes, I did call on you.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay. Thank you. I appreciate it. And I've been kind of in and
out too. I've been losing power, so I moved, I had to move closer to where my router
is. Maybe that'll help.

Thank you for being here, Cara [sic]. And I just wanted to ask you if, so are you working
with Kai Duponte then in the Hale Hawaii movement?

MS. LOPEZ: Yes, that is correct.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: I didn't catch that, if she was with you. But, and were you, and I,
and you know, our, I met, when I met with you a couple days ago, we talked about
Hawaii having a pretty solid plan that you folks supported. Were you able to send that
to all the Councilmembers?

MS. LOPEZ: Yea.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay. So, maybe we can take a look at that then. Thank you.

MS. LOPEZ: Perfect.
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COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you for-

MS. LOPEZ: We will.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: And thank you for, you know, thank you for organizing citizens
and, and lending voice to the concerns that you, you both had. I thought that was very
well-spoken.

MS. LOPEZ: Thank you very much. We'll re, we'll resend that document, as well as the
petition that we put together. And it is, it is currently in circulation and it does both—

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Oh, you have a petition? Okay, great. Thank you.

MS. LOPEZ: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Alright, are there any other questions? If not, thank you very much for your
testimony.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Apologies, Chair. Just before proceeding, can the caller repeat
their name for the record?

CHAIR LEE: Is the testifier, the previous testifier still there on the call?

COUNCILMEMBER KING: I think it was Cara [sic] Lopez.

CHAIR LEE: How do you spell the first name?

COUNCILMEMBER KING: C-A-R-A.

CHAIR LEE: D-A-R-A.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: "C" like-

CHAIRLEE: Lopez.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: "C".

CHAIR LEE: Oh, "C".



Regular Meeting and Public Hearing of the Council of the County of Maui
July 24, 2020
Page 14

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: The chat says, the chat says, Sarah Lopez; S-A-R-A-H, in the
chat. The next person is Cara. This one is Sara.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Sarah Flo, I'm sorry, Cara Flores; F-L-O-R-E-S.

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Clerk, are you getting this?

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Right.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Oh, wait a minute.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay, we're, wait, we're getting confused because we have two
names that sound alike. So, that was Sarah Lopez. And now we have Cara Flores.
Is that, that's what I'm reading in the chat. Sorry, I thought that was Cara.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. So, Mr. Clerk, do you have the names now?

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Yes, Madam Chair. So, the next person up to testify then is
Cara Flores. To be followed by Sydney Smith.

MS. CARA FLORES (testifvinq on Countv Communication No. 20-385):

Aloha. Can you hear me?

CHAIR LEE: Yes. Aloha.

MS. FLORES: I'm Cara, that was Sarah. She's our partner in crime. And I'm also speaking
to CC 20-385. At Hale Hawaii, we are promoting the Protect Hawaii Movement. And
if you guys haven't heard about it, you soon will. We are getting, we are, the Protect
Hawaii Movement is about getting and keeping Hawaii COVID-19 free right now. This
is the only realistic plan to move forward, because this virus is too contagious and too
dangerous to try and continually flatten the curve and live with it and expect to have a
good or thriving future economy.

We cannot expect our teachers, our students, and the staff at the school to feel safe
and be practically safe while we have community spread. As you guys know, we had
over 50 cases yesterday in Hawaii and that is with a quarantine in place and without
encouraging tourism to happen. All policies, plans, and ordinances in the immediate
future should be made with the goal of stopping community spread. The best way to
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do this right now is to have a more effective quarantine that's actually enforced. As
you guys had heard and we'll be sending it again, I'll, I'll email the petition a group of
doctors put together on Kauai. It is the best plan that we've seen put forward so far.
So, we're promoting that that be implemented statewide.

We, I recently did a poll of over 1,000 Hawaii residents and found that 85 of them said
that they feel we need a much better quarantine that is actively enforced. So, right
now, we're depending on the community to enforce it. And we want children, and
teachers, and staff to be safe. If there's community COVID spread, that's no safe way
to have in-person learning. It's always going to be a risk, even with masks and six-foot
distancing, it's just so contagious. So, it's necessary for right now that we have distant
learning capabilities, but it is obviously not ideal for the future of our kelki.

And it does hurt the most disadvantaged students who depend on school lunch and
have multi-generational homes and don't have technology or help with that technology.
So, we do have to acknowledge that when we don't have in-person learning, we are
disadvantaging some of the least privileged people in our community.

So, our goal should be to have in-person learning, but in order to reach that goal, we
would like to see the Governor, Mayor, and all Councilmembers, with all actions moving
forward begin with the goal of stopping community spread. And that would give us the
ability to have in-person school safely. And that would be the safest thing for our
kupuna, and all our keiki, and of course our teachers and their extended family.

What we're trying to do now, as a State, is actively keep flattening the curve and keep
our cases manageable. But inevitably, this will get out of control, because it is so
contagious, and people will get tired of the new normal. So, we have to stop making
low cases our goal and start making no cases our goal. Where, when the virus comes
into the State, where we have thousands of miles of ocean around us and we're the
only State with that advantage, that we can catch it at the border and not have it come
into our community and spread-

CHAIR LEE: Ms. Flores, can you please conclude? Can you please conclude?

MS. FLORES: Yes. So, the best plan for protecting Hawaii is the petition put out by the group
of doctors in Kauai. We'd like to see the Council and Governor all adopt the goal of
stopping COVID in Hawaii and protecting Hawaii.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Members, are there any questions? If not, thank you very much,
Ms. Flores.




